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To direet the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure that sexual assault
narse exaniners are elploved at certain Department of Veterans Affairs
medical faeilities, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

A, BUrcHETT introduced the tollowing bill; which was referred to the
Committes on

A BILL

To dircet the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure that
sexual assault nurse examiners are emploved at certain
Department of Veterans Affairs medical faeilities, and
for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representu-
tives of the United States of dmerica in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Aet may be cited as the “Sexual Assault Nurse

Examiner in VA Hospitals Act of 2024 or the “SANE

S AW N

Act of 20247,
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SEC. 2. QUALIFICATIONS OF HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS

2 WHO PERFORM SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMINA-
3 TIONS AT CERTAIN DEPARTMENT OF VET-
4 ERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL FACILITIES.
5 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Seeretary of Veterans Affairs
6 shall employ, at cach hospital and urgent care facility of
7 the Department of Veterans Affairs—
8 (1) at least one sexual assault murse examiner;
9 or
10 (2) it the Seerctary cannot so employ a sexual
11 assault nurse examiner, a health care provider quali-
12 fied to conduct a sexual assault forensic examina-
13 tion.
14 (b) MENTAL HEALTH CARE REFERRAL.—After ex-
15 amming an individual for sexual assault, a health care
16 provider of the Department shall verbally refer the indi-
17 vidual to mental health care services furnished by the See-
18 retarv—
19 (1) i a hospital of the Department; or
20 (2) pursuant to a Veterans Care Agreement
21 under section 1703A of title 38, United States Code,
22 it the wait time for services described in paragraph
23 (1) exceeds 30 days.
24 (¢) DEDICATED RESPONSIBILITIES.—In earryving out
25 this scetion, the Seeretary shall ensure that there is no
26 reduction in, or negative effeet on, the patient care respon-
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1 sibilities that are otherwise carried out by employees of

2 the Department.
3 (d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms “sexual
4 assault nurse examiner” and “sexual assault forensic ex-
5 amination” have the meanings given such terms in seetion
6 304(a) of the DNA Sexmal Assaunlt Justiece Act of 2004
7 (34 U.S.C. 40723(a)).
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